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Nursing, PAS collaborate during simulated exercise
Across Campus
Liberal studies faculty 
member receives  
MCC award
Melissa Baker-Boosamra, affiliate professor of 
liberal studies, received a community service-
learning award from the Michigan Campus 
Compact during a ceremony in Traverse City 
on February 9.
Baker-Boosamra, who also serves as faculty 
internship/practicum supervisor, was nominat-
ed as the person on Grand Valley’s campus who 
has made the most outstanding contributions in 
service-learning and community service. MCC 
presents Faculty/Staff Community Service-
Learning Awards to individuals in higher edu-
cation roles across the state who have made 
outstanding contributions on their campuses.
Baker-Boosamra’s course, “Sustainability in 
Practice,” allows a group of students to deeply 
explore the idea of 
sustainability through 
readings and dialogue, 
while engaging in 120 
hours of community 
service projects that 
support that investiga-
tion, over the course of 
the semester. Students 
have worked with 
Blandford Nature 
Center’s Mixed Greens 
Program, Grand Rapids 
Public School’s C.A. 
Frost Environmental 
Science Academy, the local economic develop-
ment organization Local First!, and the F.A.I.R. 
fair trade coalition.
She has written a chapter in a book, 
Social Responsibility and Sustainability: 
Multidisciplinary Perspectives Through Service 
Learning, that details her interdisciplinary 
approach to service learning.
“Students really shine when they are given 
the opportunity to dig deeply into an issue, 
understand their relationship to it, and respond 
through thoughtful action in the community,” 
Baker-Boosamra said. “They are empowered as 
students and as citizens. It’s beautiful.”
Submissions sought for 
Women’s Center journal
The Women’s Center is seeking submissions 
for its eighth edition of In Our Own Words: A 
Journal about Women, a journal dedicated to 
the voices of all women.   
Though the journal is primarily focused on 
women, both men and women are welcome to 
submit entries for the journal. Faculty and staff 
members, and students are encouraged to sub-
continues on page 2
A collaborative exercise between nursing stu-
dents and physician assistant studies students 
simulated a real-life experience that will benefit 
students when they enter the workforce.
During the February 5 simulation exercise, 
nursing and PAS students assessed and diag-
nosed eight standard patients, healthy people 
who are trained to portray the symptoms of 
actual patients. The teams of nursing and PAS 
students then discussed their patient’s diagno-
sis and treatment as a large group. Andy Booth, 
assistant professor of physician assistant stud-
ies, said this sort of interprofessional education 
is a great example of the type of collaboration 
expected at a medical office or hospital.
“There have been many mandates across all 
health care professions to strive for better com-
munication among all members of a health 
care team,” Booth said. “It is anticipated that 
this will lead to better patient safety, if every 
member of the team is on the same page and 
communicating effectively when caring for a 
patient.”
Deborah Bambini, associate professor of nurs-
ing, has her nursing 
class participate 
in this and similar 
exercises with other 
disciplines about 
twice a semester. 
“Grand Valley is 
somewhat unique 
with all its health 
professions in the 
same building, 
making it easier to 
create interprofes-
sional experiences,” 
Bambini said.
The Simulation 
Center at CHS 
includes learning 
labs, simulation 
mannequins and a standard patient program. 
Shannon MacKeigan, the new director of simu-
lation at CHS, said all health professions classes 
have access to the center’s services. 
“Simulation provides a safe, interactive envi-
ronment for students to validate their skills 
and learn how to function as a member of a 
health care team,” she said. MacKeigan began 
her new role in January, after serving as an 
adjunct faculty member for the Kirkhof College 
of Nursing. She also has experience in clinical 
research and program management.
Physician assistant studies student Carley Breen and nursing student Ryan Miller, right, 
assess a standard patient during a class exercise.
Melissa Baker-Boosamra
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Yin-Fen Pao 
curator, Visual Resources 
Library, Art and Design
Yin-Fen Pao is proof that librarians can be 
found in nearly every workplace. Now the 
curator for the visual resources library in 
the Department of Art and Design, Pao once 
worked for the Ford Motor Company.
Pao started working in the Art and 
Design Department last year. She has 
more than 13 years of experience within 
various libraries, including work for Ford 
in its Vehicle Technology Library.
“I wanted to come to Grand Valley 
because of the creative environment 
and motivated students,” she said.
As the curator of the visual resources library, 
Pao is in charge of library operations, digital 
imaging system management and collection 
development. Faculty and students come to 
her to learn how to access resources and to 
request images, which she in turn, processes. 
“I ensure that the university resources 
and services meet the needs of faculty and 
students,” Pao said. “In the future, we’d like 
to expand the services we offer to other 
disciplines on campus.”
Pao is originally from 
Taiwan. She earned a 
bachelor’s degree from 
Tamkang University in 
Taipei, Taiwan, moved 
to the United States 
and earned a master’s 
degree in the history 
of art from Ohio State 
University. She went 
on to earn another 
master’s degree in 
library and information 
science from Wayne 
State University and is pursuing a doctorate in 
art history from the University of Michigan.
She has also worked as a librarian for Gateway 
Community and Technical College in Kentucky 
and Madonna University in Detroit.
“Grand Valley’s art and design faculty 
have been very supportive in donating 
their collections to the library,” Pao said. 
“This ensures that we can create the best 
experience possible in the library.”
In her free time, Pao enjoys reading, 
especially biographies and science fiction. 
mit articles, short stories, poetry, and personal reflections. Submissions 
should be sent via e-mail to the Women’s Center at womenctr@gvsu.edu. 
Include a short author’s note with your submission; the deadline for sub-
missions is February 26.
The journal will be presented at the annual Women’s Center Tea Party 
March 23 and later will be made available to the public. Questions can be 
directed to the Women’s Center at x12748.
Italian chef shares  
cooking techniques with students
Chef Maria Cristina Rinaudi 
spent three weeks in Grand 
Rapids, sharing cooking tech-
niques and meeting with Grand 
Valley hospitality and tourism 
management students. 
Rinaudi is the owner of 
Ristorante Le Torri in 
Castiglione Falletto, Italy, and 
is a key international partner 
in Grand Valley’s study abroad 
program to Italy.
She visited classes to talk with 
students about the food tradi-
tions of Italy, the use of local 
foods, sustainability, restaurant ownership and career development. She 
also conducted seminars and attended university and community events.
“This was such a nice experience,” said Rinaudi. “The students were not 
only interested in learning about the different foods and wines in Italy, 
but about the country itself and Italian customs.” 
Rinaudi’s visit was made possible through support from Modern 
Languages, Padnos International Center and Pew Faculty Teaching and 
Learning Center grants. “The whole experience was very worthwhile and 
has enriched the learning experience for Grand Valley students and com-
munity stakeholders,” said Paul Stansbie, chair of hospitality and tourism 
management.
Campus volunteers needed  
for climate study, MLK committees
Faculty and staff members, and students are needed to volunteer to serve 
on two committees that focus on diversity and inclusion issues.
Jeanne Arnold, vice president for Inclusion and Equity, is seeking vol-
unteers for the University Climate Study and the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Executive Planning Committee. 
Both large committees will begin meeting in the spring. The University 
Climate Study Committee will be chaired by Neal Rogness, associate pro-
fessor of statistics, and Arnold. The MLK committee will be co-chaired by 
Bobby Springer, associate director of Multicultural Affairs, and a faculty 
member to be named.
There will be numerous MLK subcommittees: Community Involvement/
Awards; Day of Service; Programs (Academic/Co-Curricular/Community 
Collaboration); Public Relations; and University Closure on MLK Day. 
Each subcommittee will also need co-chairs.
Students, faculty and staff members interested in submitting their names 
can send an e-mail to Jessie Holland at hollajes@gvsu.edu. The deadline 
for submitting names is March 12. 
Faculty member, student earn awards
A liberal studies faculty member and recent graduate were recognized for 
exemplifying liberal education and lifelong learning.
Judy Whipps, associate professor of liberal studies and philosophy, 
received the Mid-America Region 2009 Teaching and Faculty Service 
Award from the University Continuing Education Association. Terri 
Photo by Jenna Raber
Yin-Fen Pao
Photo courtesy of Matt Chapman 
Student Janet Rininger watches chef Cristina 
Rinaudi prepare food for an event sponsored 
by Grand Valley and Alternatives in Motion.
continues on page 3
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Muslim students host 
Islamic Awareness 
Week events
Highlighted by a production of “The Hijabi 
Monologues” and an appearance by a 
comedy troupe, the Muslim Funnymentalists, 
Grand Valley’s Muslim Students Association 
is sponsoring a week of events aimed at 
broadening people’s views of Islam. 
The Muslim Students Association is 
presenting a series of events on the 
Allendale Campus for its first Islamic 
Awareness Week, February 15-19.
“We wanted to host these events to help 
give people a broader look at the lives of 
Muslims,” said Kaifa Alsoofy, president 
of the Muslim Students Association. 
“The Hijabi Monologues” was inspired by 
the popular play “The Vagina Monologues,” 
and shares a similar format. The play takes 
an often controversial symbol — the Muslim 
headscarf called a hijab — and uses it to 
help create a space for American Muslim 
women to share their voices. Founder 
and playwright Sahar Ullah will perform 
on Wednesday, February 17, at 7 p.m. in 
the Kirkhof Center, rooms 2215/2216.
The Muslim Funnymentalists are a comedy 
troupe featuring Baba Ali and Asif Ali from 
Los Angeles, and Aman Ali from New 
York City. They perform Friday, February 
19, 7 p.m., in the Cook-DeWitt Center. 
Other events include: 
• Monday, February 15, 3 p.m., Kirkhof Center, 
rooms 2215/2216: “Islam 101” presentation 
by Arabic professor Sebastian Maisel;
• Tuesday, February 16, 7:30 p.m., Kirkhof  
Center, room 2250: “A Day in the Life of 
A Muslim Student” panel discussion;
• Thursday, February 18, 3 p.m., Kirkhof  
Center rooms 2215/2216: Islamic 
Finance presentation.
Engineering will host 
high school students
A group of 10 high school students from West 
Michigan will get to experience firsthand 
some of the more gee-whiz parts of studying 
engineering when they visit Grand Valley’s 
School of Engineering on Tuesday, February 16. 
The event is sponsored by engineering’s 
research and development consulting 
clearinghouse: the DOER (Design, 
Optimization, Evaluation and Redesign) 
Center. The center takes on projects and 
matches them with engineering faculty 
members and students who have the 
proper expertise to work on them.  
Students will tour the John C. Kennedy 
Hall of Engineering and Keller Engineering 
Laboratories buildings. They will get to see a 
“clean room” with a state-of-the-art atomic 
force microscope. They will also tackle a design 
problem in a group environment with Grand 
Valley students and present their results. 
“This event is organized to inspire talented 
students to pursue careers in engineering 
and science,” said DOER Center assistant 
director Shabbir A. Choudhuri. 
Arcus Foundation 
director will 
discuss equality
The executive director of the Arcus 
Foundation, based in Kalamazoo, will 
speak on campus this week about the 
LGBT community’s journey from a hidden 
minority to the American mainstream.
Urvashi Vaid will present “Virtual Equality: 
Mainstreaming Gay and Lesbian Liberation,” 
on Tuesday, February 16, at 4 p.m. in the 
Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room. The event 
is sponsored by the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs and the LGBT Resource Center.
Vaid is the former director of the National 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force. During her 
presentation, she will suggest the LGBT 
is in a state of virtual equality: seen on the 
surface, but only marginally accepted. 
For more information about Vaid’s presentation, 
contact the LGBT Resource Center at x12530. 
International Center 
to host passport fair
The Padnos International Center will host 
a Passport Fair on Wednesday, February 17, 
from 1-5 p.m. in Lake Ontario Hall, room 130.
People interested in applying for a passport 
should bring: proof of U.S. citizenship or 
naturalization certificate; photo ID; and 
a checkbook, as two separate checks are 
needed. Passport photos can be taken 
during the fair for an additional $2, people 
interested must bring a GVSU ID card.
For more information, call the Padnos 
International Center at x13898.
Speaker discusses 
Muslim elected officials
Grand Valley will host the Michigan 
Model Arab League February 18-20. 
Keynote speaker, Abdulkader H. Sinno, 
will discuss Muslim elected officials.
Sinno, assistant professor of political 
science and Middle Eastern studies at 
Indiana University, will present “Muslim 
Elected Officials in Western Parliaments: 
Risks and Opportunities,” on Thursday, 
February 18, at 1 p.m. in the Kirkhof 
Center, Pere Marquette Room.
The event, sponsored by Middle East 
studies, is free and open to the public. For 
more information, contact Majd Al-Mallah, 
at x13634 or almallam@gvsu.edu.
‘Indulge’ benefits 
Women’s Center
Grand Valley’s Women’s Center will host 
its annual “Indulge in a Cause” fundraiser, 
a night of chocolate decadence coupled 
with a silent auction, with proceeds 
going to benefit the center’s scholarship 
endowment, and program endowment.
“Indulge in a Cause” is set for Thursday, 
February 18, from 5-7:30 p.m. in the 
Eberhard Center, room 215.
Chocolate desserts by area chefs and 
restaurants are featured, in addition to 
a silent auction. Auction items are listed 
on the Women’s Center’s Web site, visit 
www.gvsu.edu/women_cen and click on 
“Annual Programs and Celebrations.”
Tickets for the event are $30 in advance, 
$35 at the door, and $10 for GVSU 
students. Tickets can be purchased via the 
center’s Web site at the address above.
For more information, call the 
Women’s Center at x12748.
What’s Ahead
Across Campus
Rowe, who graduated with a 
liberal studies degree, earned 
the Mid-America Region 
2009 Outstanding Continuing 
Education Student Award.
Whipps was recognized for 
creating a community of 
faculty committed to using        
integrative and interdisciplin-
ary approaches, while provid-
ing unique educational oppor-
tunities for adult learners. 
Whipps and Rowe were both 
honored during a January cer-
emony in Holland.
AWRI seeks interns, offers scholarships
The Annis Water Resources Institute is seeking students to fill various 
internship roles. 
R. B. Annis internships will be awarded to undergraduate students to 
conduct research at AWRI. Applicants from all disciplines are encour-
aged to apply; the paid internships will run for 14 weeks. The D. J. Angus-
Scientech Education Foundation will award an internship for a student to 
conduct research projects this summer. It is also a paid position.
A gift from Bill and Diana Wipperfurth creates an $1,800 scholarship 
opportunity for juniors, seniors or graduate students that will be awarded 
for the fall semester.
Criteria for all these opportunities is online at www.gvsu.edu/wri , click on 
“Undergraduate Funding Opportunities.” The deadline to apply for these 
positions is March 12.
continued from page 2
Judy Whipps, left, is pictured with Marty 
Litherland, director of Grand Valley’s regional 
centers.
4  Forum  | FebruAry 15, 2010
Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Ashley Nickels, assistant director of the 
Women’s Center, was interviewed by WOOD-
TV for a story about performances of “The 
Vagina Monologues.”
Roger Moiles, affiliate faculty in political sci-
ence was interviewed by WGVU for a story 
about Governor Jennifer Granholm’s State of 
the State address.
Ed Kerestly, director of Financial Aid, was 
interviewed by WOOD-TV for a story about 
College Goal Sunday.
Sketches
Edward Aboufadel, professor of mathemat-
ics, gave a presentation, “A Wavelet-Based 
Unsupervised Learning Algorithm to Cluster 
Diabetics Based on Continuous Glucose 
Monitoring Data,” at the Joint Mathematics 
Meetings in San Francisco.
Matt Boelkins, associate professor of math-
ematics, gave a presentation, “Learning the 
Language of Linear Algebra,” at the Joint 
Mathematics Meetings in San Francisco.
Jeanine Beasley, assistant professor of occu-
pational therapy, gave a workshop, “Nerve 
Injuries, Stiff Hand and Hand Splinting,” at the 
Accelerated Rehabilitation Centers in Chicago. 
LGBT Resource Center staff members Milt 
Ford and Colette Seguin Beighley gave a 
presentation, “Model for Civic Engagement 
through Campus LGBT Resource Centers,” 
at the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
Conference in Dallas, Texas.
Kristine Mullendore, professor of criminal jus-
tice, gave a presentation, “Women in the Law 
in the 21st Century,” at the National Association 
for Legal Professionals of West Michigan. 
General Events
Mon., Feb. 15
1 p.m.: FTLC Workshop: “Using RSS Feeds in 
Teaching and Learning.” 205A, DEV. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/ftlc for more information.
3 p.m.: Black History Month Event: “Black 
Church, Black Culture.” 2204 KC. Call 
x12177 for more information.
7 p.m.: Writers Series presents Jeffrey Bean 
and Darrin Doyle. University Club Room, 
DEV. Call x13601 for more information.
Tues., Feb. 16
2 p.m.: FTLC Workshop. “Experienced 
Individuals: Engaging Adult Learners.” 
303C DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/ftlc for 
more information.
4 p.m.: LGBT Resource Center hosts “Virtual 
Equality: The Mainstreaming of Gay and 
Lesbian Liberation,” by Urvashi Vaid. GRR, 
KC. Call x12530 for more information.
7:30 p.m.: Hauenstein Center for Presidential 
Studies hosts Author Ron White. Gerald R. 
Ford Presidential Museum, Grand Rapids. 
Call x12770 for more information. 
8 p.m.: Concert by Brass Quintet. CDC. Call 
x13484 for more information.
Wed., Feb. 17
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 1142 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more 
information. 
Noon: Asian Pacific American Heritage Event. 
“Osteoporosis: Understanding How it is 
Diagnosed and Treated.” 2266 KC. Call 
x18011 for more information. 
Noon: FTLC Workshop: “Using RSS Feeds 
in Teaching and Learning.” 111 HRY. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/ftlc for more information.
1 p.m.: Padnos International Center hosts 
Passport Fair. 130 LOH. Call x13898 for 
information.
2 p.m.: FTLC Workshop: “Experienced 
Individuals: Engaging Adult Learners.” 
2259 KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/ftlc for more 
information.
6 p.m.: Johnson Center Lecture: “A 
Generous Tradition: The Value of Family 
in Philanthropy,” by Virginia Esposito. 
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call x17585 
for more information. 
Thurs., Feb. 18
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more informa-
tion. 
11:30 a.m.: Work Life Connections Alzheimer’s 
Support Group. 2242 KC. Call x18011 for 
more information. 
Noon: Women’s Commission Meeting. 1104 
KC. Call x12748 for more information.
1 p.m.: Middle East Studies hosts “Muslim 
Elected Officials in Western Parliaments: 
Risks and Opportunities,” by Abdulkader 
H. Sinno. 2204 KC. Call x18110 for more 
information.
3 p.m.: FTLC Workshop: “Developing Rubrics 
to Evaluate Writing.” 302E DEV. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/ftlc for more information. 
5 p.m.: Women’s Center hosts “Indulge In A 
Cause.” 215 EC. Call x12748 for more infor-
mation.
8 p.m.: Black History Month Event. 
“Celebration of Black Arts.” CDC. Call 
x12177 for more information.
8 p.m.: Choral Concert. LAT, PAC. Call x13484 
for more information. 
Fri., Feb. 19
1 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series. 
Allies and Advocates Training. Laker 
Village South Community Room. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/seminar for information.
3:30 p.m.: Evolution for Everyone Lecture: 
“The Evolution of Morality,” by Lyndsey 
Adams. 308 PAD. Call x12195 for more 
information. 
7 p.m.: Black History Month Event. “Afro/
American Jazz Funk: A Marriage of the 
Blues, Rock and Roll and the 1-4-5 Chord 
Progression.” Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. 
Call x12177 for more information.
Sat., Feb. 20
10 a.m.: Campus Recreation hosts Wellness 
Retreat. FH. Call x13659 for information.
Sun., Feb. 21
8 p.m.: Choral Concert. LAT, PAC. Call x13484 
for more information. 
Sports
Wed., Feb. 17
7:30 p.m.: Tennis hosts Davenport University.
Fri., Feb. 19
4 p.m.: Track and Field hosts Grand Rapids 
Championships.
Sun., Feb. 21
1:30 p.m.: Tennis hosts Lewis University.
